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The district commanders are made responsible for the preservation of peace and the enforcement of the local laws within their districts; and they are the ones required to designate the tribunals before which those who break the peace and violate these laws shall be tried.
Such being the fact, many of the agents of the Bureau seem not to be aware of it. In Texas, some are yet holding courts, trying cases, imposing fines, taking fees for services, and arresting citizens for offences over which the Bureau is not intended by law to have jurisdiction.
General Reynolds is aware of some of these cases, and is, as I have already mentioned, giving his attention to them.
In Louisiana, this state of affairs exists to a less extent, if at all.
I am, General, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. S. HANCOCK, Major-General U. S. Army Commanding.
Howard, it will be observed, had been, eager in usurping authority which did not belong to his agents; Hancock had, from the first, refused to assume the authority vested in him at his discretion, whenever the civil government could perform the duty. The difference is that between a government by the people, under laws of their own enactment, and a government of centralized force, acting through agents irresponsible to the people. General Hancock now represents the same idea in the Presidential contest that he represented in 1868 as commander of the Fifth Military District.able by the United States courts. The Reconstruction Acts exempt no class of persons from their operation, and the duty of protecting all persons in their rights of person and property, of necessity invests district commanders with control over the agents of the Bureau, to the extent of at least enabling them to restrain these agents from any interference with, or disregard of their prerogatives as district commanders.d agents under your direction, in the proper execution
